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Faith and Inspiration 


Halite and Photons Part 1 


In this two-part series, the 
objective will be to address the 
notion of "salt and light" as applied 
in the Bible, especially the New 
Testament. Expositors of Christian 
thought are often fond of elaborat- 
ing on these apparent metaphors 
mentioned seemingly 
in tandem within the 
purported Sermon on 
the Mount (Matthew 
5:13-16). 

The pervasiveness 
of such analyses may 
be related to the practi- 
cal and relatable qual- 
ity of such concrete 
symbology relatively 
accessible for anyone. 
After all, the gospel is 
intended to be univer- 
sally applicable. This 
present article will 
focus on the salt aspect 
of the passage, while the 
next article will examine 
various concepts 
concerning light. 

As has been 
described in numerous 
sources, salt is a rather 
remarkable compound 
and has many practical 
applications. Fundamen- 
tally, it turns out that salt 
is actually rather crucial 
for life. Although we 
often hear about the 
negative consequences 
of excessive salt in our diet, the 
human body does rely on a suitable 
amount for normal biological func- 
tions. At the cellular level, salt is 
necessary for fluid balance as well 
as proper muscle and nerve func- 
tions. 

A particularly unnerving episode 
of the original "Star Trek" televi- 
sion series portrays rather vividly 
what could occur if all salt were 
removed from a human body. In 
"The Man Trap," an alien creature 
poses a danger to the crew of the 
starship Enterprise due to its unfor- 
tunate habit of extracting all salt 
from an individual. Doctor 
McCoy's summary of an autopsy 
report is especially telling with 
regard to the drama of the show: 

"Our crewman died of salt 
depletion. Sudden, total loss of it. 
Medically impossible by any 
standards." While this is science 
fiction, it remains true that salt is 
necessary, and medical conditions 
such as hyponatremia (extremely 
low sodium levels) do exist in real 
life which can prove to be fatal. We 
can readily conclude that salt is 
important for our survival as 
individuals. As an extension of 
that, salt also has an impact on 
economy and other aspects of 
civilization. 

One expression from the 
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Sermon on the Mount which has 
found its way into the common 
vernacular is "salt of the earth." 

This has come to describe 
noble, virtuous, or fundamentally 
good members of society, often 
connected to the land is various 
ways, such as hard- 
working or 
reliable laborers. 
As with much of 
language, the 
phrase has un- 
doubtedly evolved 
over time and has 
developed connota- 
tions that may 
extend beyond its 
original linguistic 
intent. Some of 
that assumed 


implication probably seis: from 
the commonly accepted supposi- 
tion that much of the crowds who 
were drawn to Jesus and his teach- 
ings most likely consisted of 
common "working class" people of 
the day. Regardless of any such 
inferences, we should contemplate 
the phrase itself and its likely 
relevance to the people of that 
time, as well as how it may be 
germane to ourselves, rather than 
any potential socio-economic 
agenda. 

Much has been written and 
declared about the value and effects 
of salt in the context of first cen- 
tury society. It is true that salt was 
regarded as possessing high value 
due to its capabilities as both a fla- 
voring and preserving agent. It is 
also true that some sources claim 
salt was used as a form of salary 
for ancient Roman soldiers (the 
word "salary" appears to be derived 
from a Latin term for the word 
"salt"). 

This purported fact is actually 
quite debatable and rests on re- 
markably meager and etymologi- 
cally circumstantial evidence. It is 
certainly possible that members of 
the military might have been pro- 
vided with specific commodity 
items to facilitate residency in local 
communities, much like how many 


modern constituents of armed 
forces are provided with housing 
and food stipends. In any case, it is 
probably reasonable to deduce that 
the audience of Jesus's sermon 
would have understood the value 
and significance of salt, especially 
with regard to the spiritual allusion 
ascribed in the sermon itself. 

The statement in Matthew 5:13 
is: "You are the salt of the earth." 
Jesus directed this at the audience, 
but was he simply stating that this 
was true of everyone in range of 
hearing his words or anyone who 
would ever read such words? 

In context, Jesus had just 
previously indicated that blessed 
were those who demonstrated 
certain characteristics —- poor in 
spirit, meek, hungry and thirsty for 
righteousness, merciful, peace- 
makers, etc. It makes sense, then, 
that following this exhortation 
Jesus was summarizing that those 
who exhibited such qualities were 
in fact the "salt of the earth." 

Many of us may be aware that 
there are generally two sources of 
salt: sea water and salt mines. It 
may be significant to observe that 
Jesus did not say "you are the salt 
of the sea." Salt from the earth, that 
is from underground, has a some- 
what different composition than 
salt from the ocean — of course, 
they are both sodium chloride, but 
each source imparts different 
attributes. Sea salt tends to possess 
additional mineral components, 
whereas mined salt — also referred 
to as rock salt or halite — tends to 
contain less of these kinds of 
"impurities." 

Perhaps Jesus was referring to 
this more concentrated and unadul- 
terated type of salt when he was 
describing the blessed as salt of the 
earth. When he proceeds to 
mention salt becoming "tasteless" 
or less salty in the same verse, 
Jesus may be referring to this 
notion of impurities. One might 
wonder how salt can become "less 
salty." It is really a matter of 
degrees or proportion. When salt 
has more impurities, it will tend to 
have less sodium chloride — the 
thing which defines it as salt. 

How does one apply this notion 
of purity to one's life? Perhaps part 
of the challenge is to identify ways 
to embrace the qualities of the 
blessed amidst the distractions and 
turmoil of our culture and circum- 
stances that are often temptations 
to rely on anything other than God. 
We, the blessed followers of Jesus, 
are the salt that is essential to main- 
taining vitality in this life. We, the 
blessed followers of Jesus, are the 
halite that is authentic and unmin- 
gled from the source. Let us pray 
we would cultivate the purity of the 
gospel to bless those around us. 


2020 High School Graduates Delayed College Plans, Concerned 
about Financial Security Amid Impacts from Covid-19 


COVID-19 has 
significantly impacted 
how teens are thinking 
about their financial 
futures, prompting 25 
percent of 2020 high 
school graduates to 
delay their college plans 
in the face of reduced 
financial support from 
parents and guardians 
because of the 
pandemic, according to 


survey reinforces those 
concerns,” said Catherine 
Haga, President of Junior 
Achievement of Greater 
Miami, Inc. “After the 
financial crisis of 2008, 
we saw a doubling of 
student loan debt and 
young adults impacted by 
that situation delaying 
major life decisions, such 
as purchasing a home, 
starting families and plan- 


a new survey from 
Junior Achievement 
(JA) and Citizens. 

“The past year has brought 
unprecedented challenges and 
uncertainty to everyone, and high 
school students are feeling this 
uncertainty as they navigate the 
transition to the next phase of their 
lives post high-school,” said Chris- 
tine Roberts, Head of Student 
Lending at Citizens. “Equipping 
students with the skills and knowl- 
edge they need to make important 
financial decisions is critical to 
easing uncertainty and ensuring 
teenagers are able to make sound 
financial decisions.” 

Despite showing greater 
uncertainty and anxiety among 
young people amid the challenges 
created by the pandemic, the 
survey revealed an overall sense of 
optimism among respondents, with 
a majority (74%) of teens who have 


not yet graduated high school 
remaining bullish about their 
financial future. 

Even with many delaying post- 
high school plans, most of the 
Class of 2020 (65%) remains 
optimistic overall about their 
financial future. 

Many of those surveyed 
reported that COVID has prompted 
their families to pare back financial 
support for college. Nearly three- 
in-four (72%) Class of 2020 high 
school graduates planning to attend 
college expect their parents or 
guardians to pay at least part of 
their college education, and among 
them, 37 percent say their parents 
or guardians will cut back on their 
planned financial support for 
college education due to COVID. 

“Last spring there was concern 
about how the pandemic would 
impact the Class of 2020, and this 


ning for the future. It is 
important that we offer 


support for today’s teens experienc- 


ing the economic fallout from 
COVID. For Junior Achievement, 
that means providing education 
about critical life skills to help 
them navigate uncertain times.” 

Additional survey findings 
include: 


e More than half (55%) of Class of 
2020 high school graduates have 
discussed their families’ finances 
more as a result of COVID, 
compared to just 44% of teens who 
have not yet graduated high school. 


e Two-thirds of Class of 2020 high 
school graduates (69%) are some- 
what or very concerned about the 
financial impact of COVID-19 on 
their families, compared to just 
over half (55%) of teens who have 
not yet graduated high school. 
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What are the most 
popular baby names 
in 2021? 


Names.org released its annual predictions for the 
Most Popular Baby Names of 2021 and found Liam is 
the most popular boys name, while Olivia is the most 
popular name for a girl. 

The rankings were based on the most recent data on 
births from the Social Security Administration, trends 
from recent years and user interest from millions of 
monthly visitors to Names.org. 


Most Popular Names for Boys (Top 10): 
1. Liam (Previously #1) 

2. Noah (Previously #2) 

3. Oliver (Previously #3) 

4. Elijah (Previously #5) 

5. Lucas (Previously #8) 

6. James (Previously #6) 

7. William (Previously #4) 
8. Benjamin (Previously #7) 
9. Henry (Previously #12) 
10. Matteo (Previously #26) 


¢ First Time: Henry and Matteo have surged making 
the top 10 for the first time. 


e Honorable Mentions: Sebastian, Levi, and Theodore 
are just outside the top 10, rising in popularity and 
expected to make the list in the coming years. Ethan, 
Alexander, and Jackson also fall just short of the top 
10, but they are declining in popularity. 


Most Popular Names for Girls (Top 10): 
1. Olivia (Previously #1) 

2. Emma (Previously #2) 

3. Amelia (Previously #7) 
4. Charlotte (Previously #6) 
5. Ava (Previously #3) 

6. Sophia (Previously #4) 
7. Isabella (Previously #5) 
8. Mia (Previously #8) 

9. Evelyn (Previously #10) 
10. Harper (Previously #9) 


¢ Biggest Jump: Amelia made the biggest jump within 
the top 10 from No. 7 last year to No. 3 in 2021. 

* Honorable Mentions: Luna, Camila, Penelope, and 
Aria are just outside the top 10, rising in popularity 
and expected to make the list in the coming years. 

Ella and Abigail also fall just short of the top 10, but 
they are declining in popularity. 


Kathy and the 
late Joseph 
Roman, formerly 
of Homestead, 
are proud to 
announce that 
their son, 

PFC Joseph J. 
Roman, is 
offically a US 
Marine. 


To submit an obituary or death notice, email 
wording and jpg photo to info@newsleadermail.com. 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 305-245-231 | 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 


For information please call 
305-454-4944 


Sunny Hills Assisted Living 
Facility of Homestead 
25268 SW 134 Ave, Homestead, FL 33032 
PH:305-258-2222 www.alfsunnyhills.com 


Spacious: private baths & views outside 
Excellent Care 24/7 & Assistance 
Memory Care Unit 
All Inclusive Rate, no itemized billing 
Beautiful Home Like Environment 
3 daily meals & snacks 
Great activities 
Housekeeping & Laundry service 
Onsite Beauty Salon 
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Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when youre buying or selling! 


LESLI BURKHEAD 
suas ri 26o 


FOR THE BEST 


RESULTS 
STAY WITH THE 
> BEST! 


